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FrOM THE COMMODORE

Happy New year to you all. We have much to look
torward to in 1998, Doreen and the Sailing Committes
are putting together an interesting and slightly different
sailing programme for 1888. Thera are also changes o
the fleats which | am sure you will discuss at your flaat
evenings.

Befare the salling season starts at the end of March
thera are a couple of events that are necessary to
ensure the smooth running of the ciub through the
saason. From January to March there are three work
carfies. You have all been allocated one to attend.
Our thanks go to lan Wyatt, Colin Treadwell and Tom
Sims for the organisation of these which are a
nacessary part of the maintenance of the club.

The AGM is at the clubhouse an the 20th February. |
will be presenting the proposal from the questionnairs
for the development of the ¢lub over the nex: few
years, Please come and take part in the discussion.
Thank you to all those who refumed their quastion-
naires. It has given us some usaful information on how
1o take the club forward. My thanks go to Paul
Absolon and to Tim Huckell for coliating the replies.

I 1998 we are hoping to have 3 Junior waek at the
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club during the Summer Holiday, For those who are interested
please retum the form fo Martin Jessop. There s alsoto be a
Quiz night at the club on the 14th February run by the House
Committes. In addition Colin Treadwell has volunteerad to open
the clubhouse on tha first Saturday avening of each manth,

Finally | would like to thank all of the members of the General
Committees, House Commitiee and Salling Commitiee who havs
ansured the smocth running of the club in 1287, | hope that
everyone has an enjoyable 1988 at Wilsonian and to see you
all al the start of the sailing season.

A Heather

EDITORIAL

Welome 1o 1828! It's fascinating how much computers have
changed the way we do things. This issue has been made up
largely from floppy disks and emails. Of course, 8s communicat-
ing electronically becomes commenplace so do the new problams
aszociated with it | invested in anti virus protection for my
computer when | bought it and hope that contributors do likewise.

Another thing that changes is the kind of boats in the dinghy park.
In this iszua we have an article from the archives when the main
classes weara Mirrors and Enterprises. Now there are exciting
classes such as the SO, RS400 and, dare | say, the Miracle in
the Dinghy Park. What slays the same? The erthusiasm and
sailing skills of club members. | hope this 15 what you find
reflected in 3132

Pawl Absolow

Telfax 01634 221032
email; Absoton199@aol.com
188 Church Streset Cliffe Rochaster Kent ME3 TQE
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CRUISING - NOTIFICATION
AND SAFETY

The Membears’ Handbook advice to those cruising says that
"Before cruising, sign on the cruising sheet on the blockhouse ™
This arangamant has bean in operation for many years - in
theory. The practce has been rather different not least because
the box for the shaeets has become damaged. Faced with a
choice batwean repainng the box and seeking an altemative
procadure it was feit that the amangement had been rather hit
and miss and that a more positive notification might be better. It
has therefore bean dacided by the Sailing and General Commit-
tees that the box signing on arrangement will be discontinued. In
future if you intend 1o go cruising &t times when there is & Chief
Duty Officar in attendance please tell the CDO of your inten-
tion with some idea of your direction and duration of sailing.
If you want to be "checked in" make sure that you tell the CDO
50 and aim to amive back when duty officers ara still around.
Don't farget 1o tell them that you are back safe and sound. The
Members' Handbook and the CDO instructions will be ameanded
accordingly

Y¥ou cruise at your own risk and you should always chack tha
weather forecast and tha state of the tide. If you are new to tha
waters ask the CDO or some other experienced sailor for advica
about the tidal effects and potential durafion of proposed
distance. If you sail cutside of normal club hours it
makes sense to tell someone about your proposed
EXCUrSIon,

If you feel that more should be done you would ke
to sail sometimes in the company of others, let the
Sailing Secretary or your Fleet Captain know. There
might even be a case for considering the appoini-
mant of a Cruising Secratary.

DoreenDaviy

-
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For all your MIRACLE needs - as the newly appointed
Southern Area Rep. for the MIRACLE licence holder,
we can supply the following, ...

£ New Boats built to standard specification or our
own Championship winning specification

& Home build kits or plans for the complete DI'Y

& f you have a MIRACLE and are wanting to update
it we can also offer a part exchange service

& We recommend SPEED SAILS for “the winning
edge” and can supply these at discounted prices
for all classes

& We also have second hand open meeting winning
sails available

2 From new boats to free help and advice.....

lelephone 01245 461101 or 0831 688843
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Happy new year to all our readers!

e AGH

# A5 usual gt this time of year my secretarial duties are cantrad
around the AGM. This year we already have some minor rule
g emendments to meet the licencing requirements and a

jpresantation of the results from cur membership survey which :

By| think you will find interesting.

:; Several of the committes have said they will ba standing down, B

s 50 if you are interasted in contributing on the committea than
B plaase apply.

i Duty List / Duties

g One person standing down will be lan Parris from the post of
B Cuty List Secretary. Karen Steadman has offered {o take this
pejob and duties start now as renewals arrive! | have been
eapproached by two of the more senicr club members who

% have offered to act 8= Cox in a safety boat on a monthly basis

§- if anyons elss is interested in doing this please let me or

[ Karen know &3 soon 3s possible, as this would greatly simolify :

:'.'_ duty list by just saving " Safely Boat Team" the group of,
gl ideally, four persons would arrange who covers that day.

b \Work Parties

@ The winter work parlies are on 25 January, 22 February and
#8227 March. As an added incentive (as if you needed one |} to
at:end. on the midde work party Jan Slogrove, Hoo Freezer
B Secratary, will attend at lunch time and accept the last of the
e =arly entry discount for the Freezer which is the following
Eweekend (28 February & 1 March). Early entries have the

i option of launching from WSGC as well as lower entry fees.
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ARRANGEMENTS | ssior: migh

nat wish 1o sail with

their designated
fleet. All this naturally led to the creaticn of three handicap
fleets. Handicap M Is intended to be a fairly fast fieet with mora
challenging courses than could be expected in the old Handicap
B. The new Handicap S fleet, aithough depleted in numbers,
should give more suitable and competitive sailing for the slowar
PY boats.

The decision to allow option and mavemeant between flests is so
that members can enjoy their sailing in an environment which
best suits them. For example the RS400s might be unhappy
with some courses in the new Handicap F fleet which will be
geared more lo trapeze boats. Under this arrangement they can
choose where they feel most comfortabla. The "comfort” fachor
might alse influence choice between Handicap M and Handicap
S - the faster boats might welcome the chance for maors chal-
lenging courses in Handicap M but othars might prefer o gain
expanance with the shorter courses of Handicap 5.

A Flest Captain is required for Handicap M. lan Wyatt has
volunteered to act as a lmison pont and those members who
think they might be sailing with this fleet should contact him with
a view to aranging an inaugural fleet meetfing to elect a Captain
and discuss fleet business. All Laser sailors are invited to
participate so that they can give their views. lan's telephone
numberis 01689 861962,

The Sailing Committee have given a lot of thought to this matter
and we talked to many of those who wera directly involved -
sy iF you were missad We will not really know whather we
have the right salution urtil we gain some practical experience
in 1998, We hope that you enjoy sailing undar these new
arrangements but do let us know how you feel, good or bad,

Doreevw Davisy
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598, i
contmue for sracie, wayarer| 1998 FLEET

and GP. Lasers will mantain flaet

status but will start and sail with
the new Handicap M fleet. Their future will depend on numbers
sailing and evidence of their compeatibility or othersize with
Handicap M.

Thera will be three Handicap flests. To avoid confusion with the
past all will be renamad, with guidance parameters as follows:

Handicap F (Fast) PY 1000 and below.
Handicap M (Medium) PY 1001 to 1130.
Handicap S (Slow) PY 1131 and above.

The above PY parameters are for guidance and members will ba
given the option of moving up or dovwn & fleet depending on their
ability, stamina, preference or other factors. However an option
for a particular fieet must be for a whole series and if different
from the above must be notified to the appropriate Fleet
Captains who will establish and control options.

Members can sail cccasionally in a fleet other than their option
but such races will not be counted for points, Courses will be set
with suitability for the main core of a fleet and not nacessarily for
the slowest. Any boal opling to sail with a fleet other than where
it falls within the above paramelers must be prepared to accept
this provision and the consequences of courses which might not
be entirely suitable for them. Fleet Captains will decide what s
the core in consultation with fleet members.

These new arangements were the unanimous decision of tha
Sailing Committee and endorsed by the General Committes. A
majority of members in last year's Handicap A wanted longer
courses which wer2 noi always suiteble for all, particulary tha
non trapeze boats.  Handicap B also had a wice range of FY's
and some of the faster boats could cope with morae challenging
courses than would suit, say, Toppers, Members who change

Wilsorwen Sailing Club migaine pages
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§i Clubhouse Opening

MCalin Treadwell held a quiz night which over 70 members [
Wi attended. Keith Jeremizh was master of ceremonies and the [§
g result was deemed a fantastic success by all who aftended,
i Colin and his family alsa had the clubheuse open for New

g Year's Eve family evening.

Date for your diary - Saturday ¥ February 1998 - informal
:—5,' socigl at the clubhouse organisad by Colin Treadwell.
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spell aggro for the Salling Secretary and the Sailing Commitiae!
FROM THE AECHIVEE But who am | to grumble - | have bean assured by at least four

of my predecassors that all this is par for course and nothing

changes. | can but ask you to think for my successor!

(Daes any present mamber remember this cruise and On the other hand here are some of my FAVOURITE things.
especially, which year? The dafe of 11 July being a Saturday Efficent and supportive Fleet Captainz, A lively and consiruc-
must be a clue. If you wrofe this arficle, or know who did, lst us - tve Sailing Committes. Good Race Officers (how alse could |
krow! - Ed.) have avoided salting a course), Good safety boats. Ofher harg
working officers of the Club who have given me advice and SUp-
For sevaral years the cruisers of Leigh on Sea Sailing Club 1 part. And last but not laast, the many members who have been
have organised an annual race to Wilsonian Sailing Club. supportive end appreciative over the last three years and have
Wilsonian has for some time thraatened te return the visit and given constructive feedback. MY THANKS TO YOU ALL. Brian
this year a group of 4 Mirrors, 3 GPs and an Enterprise, Lamb has voelunteered to stand for election to succeed me and |
escorted by three crulsers, saet out to sample the Leigh trust he will receive the same support. It has been an interest Mg
hospitality and challenging time with new boats, fieet changes, experimen-
tal events, recruiiment support and new rules. | HAVE EN-
The distance was 22 miles and as this was our first venture of JOYED ITI

this sort, safety was a prime consideration. i
We have a healthy respect for the Thames Doveeyv Danvis
Estuarny chop .
WINTER SERIES - RESULTS
Thus coastguards were consulted and at
I 8.15 am on Saturday 11 July we set sail
from Hoo in & fine drizzle of rain and a LONG COURSE
varnable Fl4. The first three miles were
covered in two hours thanks to the ebb tide, 1 Tim Kift's Offer -l.'_.'ls.pre? 55E WsC
We had chosen the day carefully lo take § EHFTHL;EJEEHH:L héanr;}arr:r i E’ifi'?;?&.; 853 m%
advantage of this - ebb down the Medway i i ot e
and flaod up the Thames to Leigh. | 4 Roy Winnelt'Chris Swift Firebah 14282 WSC
At this point our cruise captain decreed SHORT COURSE
13k Kt 10 e GRTIENT T Sl s woles 1 Mike Wakefield/Rosemary Wakefield
nat making anough heacdway to calich and Mag Warren Graduate 2377 Bough Beech
tha flacd and we reluctantly accopted 2 Dave Wison/Sue Wilson  Graduale 2374 Maidenhead
the tow by the cruisers. The 3 David Bourne Topper 48877 MY
overcast calm loaked mast 4 Paul AbsolonfSuzanne Hall  Miracle 3737 WSC
oapressing and we 2 David Hudson'dackie Hudson Miracle 3785 WsC
wondaered if we
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way of making a donatien to the RNLL. But give us your views -
it can be revived in a future year. Bank Helidays continue to
attract only limited numbers so we are to try a "Bank Holiday
Series" (fleet based) which will run over three Bank Holiday
Mondays (2 races each day ie 6 racas with 4 to count). The
South Kent race will be run on the May Bank Holiday Manday,
rather than a Sunday Two reasons - we hope it will attract a
good Bank Holiday turnout and it is the best day for appropnate
tides. The Commodora's and Bosun's Series will again be
run avar a variety of tides as wind preblems did net really an-
able us to assass the worth of this arrangement with its aim to
provide varied conditions to suil different beats.

The Sailing Committee has been considering the prospect of
trying to revive a race {or an event) which goes 1o Leigh. This s
still being explored so no promises for this year - the logistics
and tide requirements are quite complicated. if anyone remem-
bers the old days of the "Leigh Trophy” we would be pleased to
hiear from you.

AND SO FAREWELL

First a few grumbies - surely allowed in my last article. Here
are & few of my "unfavourite” things. Members who do not
read Sailing Instructions, amendmaents or notices. Late entrants
or no enfrants. Race Officers who do not read Saikng Instruc-
tions (including the standard club onas), who do not co-ordinate
courses for suitability of conditions, and who make a mass of
results {auditing the race book is a rotien job). Safety boat
crews wha do not cover courses sensbly, who come off the wa-
ter too early and who do not liaise with the Race Officer. All

SO GTETILL AR TTRACAOA IO AR NL
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wera baing towed in the wrong diraction.

However at Garmisen paint the wind filled in with a gentle F2
fram the west and we cast off our tow. Saling s course of 330°
we reached Southend pier at 13.10. here we assamblad Into a
tight group and saited to the Leigh Buoy where we ware mat by
our friends from Leigh who then guided us up the tricky Ray Gut
to anchor in the lee of the sand banks.

When sufficient water had covered the fiats off the Leigh club
we moved in to store the dinghies ashore, leaving the cruisers
moored in the deep waler channel. By this time the weather
wag brilliant with a F3 - 4 westerly wind. The aftermoons
entertainment was provided by the loan of a very well known
OK dinghy owned by an equally well known and prefty member
of the yachting press. This was typical of the hospitality offered
by the Leigh on Sea Sailing Club who made us fesl most
welcome and who put themselves out to make us comfortable.

On Sunday the day dawned brnght and clear with the
wind still westerly F2. At 5.30 when we arose there
were already several local enthusiasts cut sailing.
Taking leave of our Leigh friends we set sail at

215k to rendezvous with tha cruisers at tha Laigh
buoy,

AL 9.20 we sel off on a course of 200° 1o

zrrive in the Swatchway just off the West

Mora sand buoy &t 10.00. This was a close
hauled course dasigned 1o allow for any
decrease in wind of the sort which had
plagued us the previous day, but today
we were treated st last to the forecasi
Fd - 5 After running South East
down the Swatchway and skirting
Grain spit wea
hove to
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far yet another can of baer and
to let the cruisers catch up after
going the long way round in
deep waler

By this time the sun was
scorching down out of &
cloudless sky and the wind was
freshening so we decided to sail
an over the ebb tide and indead
made good progress to artive at
Burntwick |sland at 12.30 for &
picnic lunch,

Burntwick |sland is a bird sanctuary and cne of the many places
of interest and natural beauty on the Medway worth presenving.
The island is bordered on one side by Stangate creek, known
far and wide as a safe anchorage in any wind  Near whers we
had our picnic thera is the site of a Roman pottery and finds are
slill dug out by enthusiasts,

However, on with the cniise at 13.30 with the wind coming up
sufficiently o get cur loaded Mirrors planing! |t was a3 real
homecoming to sail into Pinup reach to maat our own racing
flaats thrashing through the choppy water in the bright
sunshine.

A1 156.00 we arrived back at the club barge in ime 10 enjoy a
shower, change and the usual after race refreshments. What
had starfed out as a mizerable wet dnift tumec into one of the
bast weekends of zailing, thanks to careful planning, a warm
welcome frem our neighbours across the water and a certain
amount of disciplineg among the racing helms who ofherwise
ware only teo esger o "go i alone”.

(Do any members have more stores ‘from the archives” ?
Fiease send them to me for possible incluzian in 3172 . Ed)}
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WINTER SERIES

h the agony! Mine, as for various reasons it

became an adminstrative nightmare with con-
fusion about entries and some results - sorted |
hasten to add, | dom't think lan Farns felt much
better about the duty list but thanks o many non
entrants who did a duty ha too got there in the end.
Thanks to all who helpad and to the House Com-
mittae who organised the food - "it's worth coming
to the club for the food alona" said a visitar in his
vobe of thanks. We had 29 antrants with a few oc-
casional guest sailors to boost the fun and add to
the confusion. On the whole the weather was
good (we only lost one race) and judging from
feedback the sailing enjoyable and competitive.

NEW FLEET ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1998

he problems of giving all in Handicap A suit-

abla coursas whilst maintaining a good quality
of sailing would not go away so the Sailing Com-
mittea decided to bite the bullet and create 3 third
handicap flaet for 1988 (see separate article). |
hope that these arangemeants will provide more
flexible sailing.
CHANGES IN THE 1988 SAILING PROGRAMME

othing stands still, and although the Sailing
Committea have not sought change for

change's sake, where avents are not well sup-

ported it was thought worth trying out new ideas,

There will not be a Pursuil Race - this takes a lot of
effart to &t up and run but is not particularly well
attenced. YWe will rest it and try to find some other
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FROM THE SAILING SECRETA

t seems hardly possible that it is three years since |

was parsuaded to take on the job of Sailing Secre-
tary; with trepidation about my knowledge of sailing.
That has improved somewhat even if | confess (with a
modicum of shamea) that | must be the first Salling
Secratary who has managed to avoid setling a course
unalded. On the other hand my experienceon the wa-
ter has declined as the tasks of the job and other of
life’s obstackes have eaten into my time. So | shall be
following the general pattern, that Sailing Secretaries
can only put up with the job for three years, and nol be
sagking ra-alaction come the AGM in February.

THE SEASON

have not yet done a comparison with 1896 (the AGM

repart will covery but good weather for much of the
season encouraged good tumouts. Contrary to last
yaar we managed to run and finish &ll major events ak
though the Commodore's and Bosun's Series wera be-
deviled with awkward conditions and had a commen-
suate low tumaut | As ever there have been grumbles
about safaty cover and coursas and the debats on
ways to improve continues. We ran one class open
evert, for Miracles and Lasers, which was succassiul
albeit thera wera nat many entres from outside the
club. There did not seam to be any prablems with the
new international sailing rules although some did not
like aspects of the scoring system However | hear that
the RYA are likely to introduca some new prescriptions
s0watch this space. At least one person has looked
at the new rule book as the Clubhouse copy doas not
seem to be there - PLEASE REPLACE IF IT IS OUT
THERE SOMWHERE!

Allin all, & good season.

Wilsonian Sailing Club magazine page?

QUIZ NIGHT

The quiz night on & December was a great success and en-
joyed by /4 paople. Attendance was so good the clubhouse
ssamed like it was about to burst at the seams!

Feith and Christina Jeremiah did an excalient job in preparing
and running the quiz and in making it a fun event. The ques-
ticns themselves did not relzte to sailing but the quiz was run as
a zailing regatta with a number of races and lags within each
race, Jokers were replaced by spinnakers and aach team car-
ried a protest flag to express any disagreemeant with the quiz-
master's answers. Luckily for Keith there weren't ioo many!

Competition was tough throughout the evening with teams
changing places in the sesies right to the end. | hope the next
quiz evaning enjoys the same success. I'm sura it willl On be-
half of the club | would like to express my thanks to Keith and
Christina for all their ime and hard work in making the evening

enjoyable for all involved. CT.

MIRACLE FLEET NEWS

| hopa you all had a relaxing and enjoyable Christrias - | know |
did (and have been continually reminded of it ever sincea!) - and
| wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year. The season
seems so far away al this stage, yet what's the balting | siill

won't have the boat ready in time!

Rasults of Autumn Series

1" Muggins with Adam & Lauren
2™  Sam & Tom Pygall

3" David and Jackie Hudson

4" Martin Smith & Mike Groom

§"  Paul Abo & Suzanne Hall

8"  Pater Homer with various crews




Wilsaninn Sailing Club magaine pagel

We're going to have to do something soon to sort out those Py-
gall lads - they're going too fast for my liking! Well done lads.
lan and Gela have now sold their boat and are busy in the ca-
pacity as Scuthem area agent for Bell Woodworking and inves-
tigating improvemeantz to the glass boat They're keen to con-
tinue thair involvement with our fleet - thanks to lan we have
several more boats in the dub - and will help us develop further,
We wish them every success in the new ventures, and hopa
we'll see them back in a Miracle before {00 long.

| would also like to express our thanks 0 David Hudson for all
the work he did for the fizet last season. Behind the scenas he
arranged for the publication of several arficles and photographs
not only in 31 but also in the Miracle Association’'s Halo maga-
zine. | feel it's very important that we make it widely known how
active we are, both as a fieet and a club, particularly as we ara,
by far, the biggest fleet in the country - the more publicity the
batter. Thanks David

On the water

I'm looking forward very much to the coming season and to see-
ing continued good turmouts. Cur Open this year is a two day
avent on 13 and 14 June and constitutes the Southern Area
championships. Last year's Open saw an entry of 21 Wilsonian
Miracles, surely the single highest club entry by far in any Open
avant. Wouldn't it be great if we could match or even beat that
numbar this yearl Further details will be advised nearer the
time but if anyone has any questions in the meantime please
don’t hesitate 1o call me

The Metionals are at Hunstanton in Norfolk betwean 2 and 7
August. This should be a good venue not only for the sailing
but also for the holiday spirit, as enjoyed by the Emterprizes last
year. Again, wouldn't it be great if Wilscnian were the highest
single club entry, 1 am confident this will be the case this year.
It sholukd prove to be an enjoyable week for everyone, both on
and off the water.
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please let Barbara Sims (01689 854627) know by Wednesday

15 April 1998 or return a completed application form by Satur-
day 2 May.

JUNIOR SAILING WEEK (Contact Martin Jessop
25 AUGUST to 28 AUGUST 0180 240 D292)

Back by popular demand following the success of this event two
years ago! Put date in your diary now - more detads in next 314!

RYA LEVEL 3 SATURDAYS

3 OCTOBER

10 OCTOBER

17 OCTOBER

24 OCTOBER
Those wishing to do the level 3 course in October, plaase let
Barbara Sims (01689 854627) know by Saturday 25 July.

| ook forward to hearing from you all. Happy Sailing in 1998!

Barbavra: Sims Trainng Secretary




TRAINING 1998

We have decided to arrange this years training in a different
way 1o make better use of the availability of our instructors:

SATURDAY SAILING (Contact Paul Heather
23 MAY 01322 228251)
27 JUNE(eversng race)
25 JULY
12 SEFTEMBER
26 SEPTEMBER

This sailing will include:

- Young Salors Scheme Stages1&2 for those starting 1o sail
. Race Training for Juniors

. A facility for the not so confident o sail under supervision.

Aryone sailing on these days must report to the Senior Instruc-
tor in charge, It's essential we know the number of Juniors that
are going to sail during the season 5o it would be halpful if you
could turn up on Saturday 23 May 1998 to get to know the
ropes. if you can't make this date, please let Paul Heather know
beforehand. Saling on these Saturdays will start st 13.00 hrs

prompt and evaryene should be ready to go on the water by this
tima.

RYA LEVEL 2 SATURDAYS

A formal level 2 course will be run on the same dates as the
saturday sailing above. Anyone wishing to do a Level 2 on
these days,please let Barbara Sims (01689 854827) know
by Saturday 2 May 1998.

RYA LEVEL 2 WEDNESDAYS

This course is primarily for our members from Greenwich Uni-
versity, but is open to any member of the Club. Dates to be ar-
ranged. Anyone wishing to do a level 2 on Wednesdays,

4
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Our flest cruiss this year will not be to the mudflats! Wa intend
to travel upstream and beneath Rochester bridge (should be in-
teresting!) with ample time for lunch. Further details will be ad-
vised in the next edition of 31.

We aim to select and target certain Open Meeting venues for
attendance in numbers by our leet as we did last year very suc-
cessfully. We were very well represented at a number of clubs,
Courses for Sunday racing will continue to be varied this year,
ranging from short “lapping” Clympic-style courses to lengthy
courses down-river and a whole variety in between.

Off the water

We aim to hold a social evert shorlly before the start of the
coming season and a number of others thereaftar. Details of
these are siill being thrashed out so, unfortunately, | am unable
to provide any details at this point in time. 'We will abviously
keep vou informed as detalls are finalised.

If anyone has any ideas as to what we can do on the social side
please do let me know. ldeas currently being investigated in-
clude ice-skating, a meal at a restaurant or pub. grayhound rac-
ing, @ quiz night, tanpin bowling and a BBQ. Funthar sugges-
bons would be very much welcomad.

Training

We are planning to have an on-shere training prasentation and
discussion half day event eary on in the season, followed by an
on-the-water training session provisionally arranged for Satur-
day 25 April. Further detais will be advised shorlly  Please try
to come slong to these sessions, particulardy since wa have vol-
unteers preparad to facilitate in their own time-

Te finish, | look forward o seeing you all on the water and at

our social functions and hope you have a very enjoyable sea-
son. Owver and oul.

Coliw Treadwell
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TRAINING 1998

Wi have decided to arrange this years training in a diffarent
way o make better uge of the availability of our instructors

SATURDAY SAILING (Contact Paul Heather
23 MAY 01322 228251)
27 JUNE{evening race)
25 JuLY

12 SEFTEMBER
26 SEPTEMBER

This sailing will Include

. Young Sailors Scheme Stages1&2 for those starting o sail
- Race Traming for Juniors

* A facility for the not s0 confident 1o sall under supervision.

Aryene sailing on these days must report to the Senior Instruc-
tor in charge. If's essential we know the number of Juniors that
are going to sail during the season so it would be helptul if you
could turn up on Saturday 23 May 1998 to get to know the
ropes. If you can't make this date, please let Paul Heather know
beforehand. Sailing on these Saturdays will start at 13.00 hrs
prampt and everyone should be ready o go on the water by this
time.

RYA LEVEL 2 SATURDAYS

A formal level 2 course will be nun on the same dales as the
Saturday sailing above. Anyone wishing to do a Level 2 on
these days, please let Barbara Sims (01689 854627) know
by Saturday 2 May 1998,

RYA LEVEL 2 WEDNESDAYS

Thig course i primarily for our members from Greenwich Uni-
versily, but is open to any member of the Club. Dates to ba ar-
ranged. Anyone wishing to do a level 2 on Wednesdays,

4
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Our fleet cruise his year will not be to the mudfiats! We intend
tc travel upstream and beneath Rochester bridge (should be in-
terasting!) with ample time for lunch. Further details will be ad-
vised in the next edition of 31.

We aim to selact and target certain Open Meeting venues for
attendanca in numbers by our fleet as we did last year very suc-
cessfully, We were very well represented at a number of clubs.
Courses for Sunday racing will continue 1o be varied this year,
ranging from short "lapping” Clympic-style courses o lengthy
courses down-river and a whole vanety in between.

Off the water

We aim to hold a social evert shortly before the start of the
coming season and a number of others thereafter. Details of
these are still being thrashed sut so, unfortunately, | am unable
to provide any details at this point in time. We will obviousty
keep you informed as delails are finalised.

If anyone has any ideas as to what we can do on the social side
please do let me know. Ildeas cumently being investigatad in-
clude ice-skating. @ meal st a restaurant or pub. greyhound rac-
ing, & quiz night, tenpin bowling and a BBQ. Further sugges-
tions would be very much walcomead.

Training

We are planning to have an on-shore fraining prasantation and
discussion half day event eardy on in the season, followed by an
on-the-water training session provisionally aranged for Satur-
day 25 April. Further details will be advised shorly.  Pleasa iry
to come slong to these sessions, particulady since wa have vok
unteers prepared to facilitate in their own time.

Te finish, | look forward to seeing you all on the water and at

our secial functions and hope you have a very enjoyable sea-
son, Over and out

Coliw Treadwell
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MIRACLE FLEET WINNERS
1997

SPRING POINT SERIES

Gold 3794 lan Kally and Geala Marshall
Sihver 3785 David and Jackie Hudson
Bronze 1958 Feter Hemer and David Erooker
SUMMER AM POINTS

Gold 36 Paul and Mark Heathes
Silver 3785 David and Jackie Hudson
Bronze 408 Mark and Tom Steadman
SUMMER PM POINTS

Gold 36 Paul and Mark Heather
Silver 3765 David and Jackie Hudson
Bronze 408 Mark and Tom Steadman

AUTUMN POINTS g
Coln and Adam/Lauren Treadwell

Gold 3722
Silver 3785 David and Jackie Hudson
Bronze 3723 Sam and Tom Pygall

David and Jacke Hudson

Sieadfast trophy o
David and Jackie HLd:_IE"ﬂn £

Bast Improver

Promoted to Gold Fleet:

3738  Kelth and Christina Jeremiah
3723 Sam and Tom FPygall

1113 lan Wilson and Kosa Ganwood .'
3725  David and Jackie Hudson

Promoted to Silver flest: e
408 Mark and Tom Steadman ~1
2420 Leslie and Natalie C'Rourke ST
1958 Peter Homer and David I?j’mha' e

=%
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RESULTS 1997

JUNIORS' CUP

1 MARK HEATHER FALIL HEATHER MIRACLE
2 AMNDREW SMITH LA LASER

3 FATRICK BIALL TOM PYGALL MIRACLE
4  CLAIRE PARRIS BOB JONES MIRACLE
5  SARA LINDER NIA TOPPER
COMMODORE'S

1 IAN PARRIS STEVE BRISTOW  FIREBALL
2 CHRIS ASHBY MICK SMITH RS400

3 BRAIN LAMB HOBEIE BURNELL WaAYFARER
4 KEITH LEMMNOX MICK DOHERTY GP 14

5 TIM KIFT STEVE OFFAH OSPREY
BOSUN'S

1 L. TURNBALL L. TURMBALL MIRACLE
2 P. HEATHER MARK HEATHER MIRACLE
3 K. JONES MATALIE JONES MIRACLE
& P. ABSOLON PATRICK MIALL MIRACLE
5 CHRIS CHERRIMAN  ALISON CHERRIMAMN MIRACLE
LAYING UP CUP

1 DAVID FRY DEREE CLIMAMIMNGS P14

LLOYDS OF LONDON TROPHY
DAVID & FIONA TOZER

CRUNDWELL PLATE GUN WHARF
BRIAN LAMEB DAVID MASON

Laww Povey Trophy Secretary
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CLUB HANDICAP

ICE BREAKER
1 CHRIS MASON SAM PYGALL
2 TiM HICKMELL PHIL YATES

3 &N PARRIS STEVE BRISTOW

EVENING RACE LONG COURSE

1 AN PARRIS STEVE BRISTOW
2 MALCOLM LEVEY Pl
3 DAVID TOZER FIONA TOZER

EVENING RACE SHORT COURSE

1 &M KELLY GELA MARSHALL
. KEITH JEREMLAH TOM FYGALL

3 FeLL ARSOLON PATRICK MIALL
LEIGH TROPHY

q &M PARRIS STEVE BRISTOW
2z MEIL ASHEY [

3 T HICKNELL PHIL YATES

SOUTH KENT

1 DAWVID MASON STUART MASOMN
2 EBRIAN LAME BOEBIE BURNELL
3 BRIAN WARWICK RAY BLYTH

LADIES' CUP

1 GELA MARSHALL 1AM KELLY
2 JACKIE HUDSON DAVID HUDSON
3 TANYA O'ROURKE RiA

RS400
50

FIREBALL

FIREBALL
PHANTOM
FIREBALL

MIRACLE
MIRACLE
MIRACLE

FIREBALL
REE00

IS0

TASAR
WAYFARER
GP 14

MIRACLE
MIRACLE
TOPPER
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HANDICAP B ROUND-UP

The end of season repart - and perhaps the last Handicap B re-
port ever? The composition of the Fleets is changing to reflect
the more diverse boats now competing in Handicap Fleat rac-
ing. Many of those who competed in Handicap B in 1997 will
prabably find themselves in the "medium” fleat in 1998, leaving
reduced numbers in the “slow” flest.

Tha challenge for those who remain in the slower Tleel will be o
attend Sunday racing regularly - inieresting and varied courses
can be set to cater for allkcomears! But reading back through the
signing-on sheets for 1997 shows that the majority of regular
racars will be in the ‘madium” fleet So come on down, thosea
with the slower handicap rafings. persistence alone will probably
bag you a few good finishes and a Glass Trophy to boot! What
batter place to tune your sailing (and racing) skills than in the
relaxed but still competitive spirit that has characterised Handi-
cap B!

down as a Fleet Captain
{away working in Holland all
week doas not make me a8
good repraseniativel) | look | :
forward to seaing as many of :
you as possible (in boih the Ao i o e
'new’ flagts) down at the Club ey
and out racing in 1898 - your Vi
active support makes this & 4 o
great Club on what is already :
a raally challenging place of
water. Please don't forget your
Winter Work Farty - the Club
benefits every year from the
steady improvemants to which
you all contribute!

Although 1'will be standing ﬁ
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Season's Results:

Series Position Helm/Crew Class
Spring 1 Tom Sims/ Barbara Sims Graduata
Points 2 Peter Moncreiffe Streaker
o arah Groom Topper
Summer 1 Feter Moncreiffe Stregker
Morning 2 Tanya O'Rourke Toppar
Points 3 Ken Crundwell/Lucy Heather Tasar
Summer 1 Peter Moncreiffe Streaker
Afternoon 2 Tanya O'Rourke Topper

Foints 3 Granam McLarenvAlison MclLaren 420

Autumn 1 lan Wyatt'Sarah Wyatt Tasar

FPoints 2 Dave Vettergrean/Penny Turnar Enterprise
3 Kean Crundwell/Lucy Heather Tasar

Whitsun 1 Dave Vettergreen/Fenny Tumer  Enterprise

Cup 2 Graham MclLaren/Alsen McLaran 420
Easter i Tanya C'Rourke Topper
Cup 2 MNatalie 'Rourke Topper

Well done to the Topper fleat on winning 50 muchl So there's a
real appartunity for thase Toppers that aren't getling out to race
an Sundays. Also nice to see the younger helms and crews
{Lucy Haather gets a special mention) winning races. And its
great to sea Sarah Wyatt back on the water and in the winning
lanel Tha Tasar fleal has not only shown continued commit-
ment 1o racing, but also that they can win on Handicap!

ffave

Happy New Yearl

- %
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After lunch | returned to the problem of the large hole in the
bottom of my boat. | could leave it on the shore until the end
of the week but it would be liable to vandalism. | could {ake up
the offer of a passer by who was a boat builder in Balloch but |
could not afford the time with five charges to look after, Calin
and | sailed back to Cashell to callect the car and trailer, drove
the eightean miles round and we then faced the probiem of
getting the boat to the trailer. The gate was locked! We tried
the locals. We tried tha police. \Wa tried the loch patrol. None
could produce a key. Suddenly somaana shook & post beside
the gate. it came out of the ground half rotted away! We
rushed the boal through the gap and drove il back to Cashell

On Sunday Colin's parents brought Isla and swapped her for
Caolin.  On the way back we met the sailing canoes racing. All
the canoas were different. Some had a simple =ail round the
mast like a Topper, some had junk rigs, one had a mast that
had a cord to rotate it ke a resfing jib spar. One was steering
hoiding 2 paddle on tha lae side His tacking technigue was
very infniguing as he had to transfer his leeboard and paddie
from one to gunwale to the other while the boat turned, which it

did surprisingly quickly

The next day the plagus hit Tim and Paddy. Olly and Ewan
also felt weakened and we decided o and the holiday & day
early. Later it turned out that the bug had cost the boys
between half and one and a half stone! We theught that it was
most likely caught from drinking from a burn while on the walk
as only | and Colin were spared and we had refrained.

Despite this it was voted a successful tip. We had explored
the lach.  We had enjoyed the camping.  We had had mostly
excellent weather considering the annual rainfall of the area.

There had been few midges. The Sixteen still has the holel

MNext time | hope it will be with more adults, more children and
more canoes - bul most important, less gear.

Archie Campbell (Miracle 376)
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shops, which all stock the same things at the same prices, an
infarmation cenire, a campsite, iwo hotels and a general store,
The best place was the Colguhoun Arms which providas an
excallent bar menu,

On Wednesday the winds started befter and we sailed to Luss
the long way round via the castle scuth of Inchtavannach. The
wind had droppad by the time we were half way and we wera
down to oars again. We had a fantastic lunch at the pub and
the wind had, wel freshanead isn't the right word but at laast
thare was some to come back with, Later clouds were
gathering and soon the rain was falling as thunder crashed, but
by then we wana snug in our tents.

Thursday brought better winds so we took a longer route round
Inchmoan, Thare was only about a foot depth on the inside of
Inchcruin and we waded the dinghies through the shallows.
We should have gone the other way about so as to negotiate
tha shalows down wind. Friday wea decided to climb the hills.
The route was a horseshoe taking in half a dozen low peaks of
1150-2150ft We reached the first top of 1400%t and realised
that we could go no further becausa tha clowd was only about
100/ above us. We had to tum back.

Un Satrday disaster struck. The Sixteen had developed a leak.

<he felt very sluggish as we sailed to Luss and it was obvious
that she would nesd o Be drawn up. We inseried the fender
tiat we use for a moller and startad to heave her up whan there
was 3 loud crack. The roller had gone through the bottom. We
gatherad st the Pub to lick our wounds.

On our way over | had noticed a large numbar of small sails
drawn up on the shore to the north of the pier.  As we got
closar | realised that they ware on canoes! | had built a canoa
whan | was fourteen and in the succeeding, ouch, forty years
had seen only one othir sallable canoe (a5 opposed to the
International Canoe) . The Opan Canoe Saling Association
had twenty aight on the lach that week!

.., .;.:_,l
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WAYFARER REPORT

This will be the last report | shall ba writing as the Wayfarer Fleet
captain - it looks like I'l be kept busy with other responsibilities
within the club over 1888, Don't worry, vou'll still see me at most of
the starte this season! Congratulations to Paul and Jim Tyler who
narrowly pippad Nick Fenion-Smith to win the Autumn senes - the
competition was close right up to the Iasl race of the series.

Those atendng the Dinner and Danca will have seen the magnifi-
cent trophies awarded to the series winners - well worth racing for!
| muzst thank all of those who not only donated them . but also took
a great deal of tma and effort 1o make them - Bob and Christine,
Len and Trish, and the GP fleet for their Three Minute Cup'

The changes to the flaat racing for the new season will not affect
the Wayfarer starts - we shall continue to be the third fleet to start
and theGP fleet start will follow ours, allowing the two fleets to
race together if desired. Tha MYC \Wayfarers appear to be keen o
race with us, as they did last year, and we shall be discussing this
with their new Flest captain, Richard Stone. It has been suggested
that we have an inter-club racing evert during the summer -
please |2t me know your views.

Bob Dutton and | have bean looking at ways of improving access
to the boats in the dinghy park, In the lang term, we would like to
reduce the slope by raising the sea wall and filling in, but that can-
not be done before the 1800 season. In the mean time | do feel
that the new proposed layout should banefit everybody. | have
heard whispers that there may be a couple of new Wayfarers this
season and talk of new sails on others, so it looks like the compe-
titien is set lo become even more exciting.

The Wayfarer Fleet evening Is scheduled to take glace on Satur-
day 21 February, the day after the AGM and the day before the
first work party of the year It will be held at Paul Tyler's house
who, rumour has it, might be our next Fleet captain, Looking for-
ward to seeing you on the water in the near future!

Brioaw Lamb-
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M ACSWALLDWS AND ALM AZONS Trigger, but he :ra::l_as on his name to the extent that he rides at

shows on ponias with Indian names using a westam saddle,

This is the story of my holiday with five children camping on Loch
Lomond this summer. [t involves a cowboy, wild winds, calms.,
canoes, shipwreck and plague.

On Sunday | collecled Ewan and his school friends from
Glasgow Central. The wind was wild - the boys took out
the three canoes and | huriled around in the Sixtaan
trying to shapherd them and gelting very wet. It was stil
as windy on Manday moeming and both kayaks capsized.
Later the wind lightened and we sailed across to
Inchtavannach in tha dinghies anly for the wind to go
-] == altogether leaving us to paddle home.
" Tha wind was light on Tuesday moming and
~wia gaf off to the island. The boys had

] \" " brought far too much kit the 18' canoe was

Loch Lomond is 20 miles long but most of the islands are
concentrated at the south end. There are eight istands
which are about a mile or more long and sight smaller
islands, the smallast of which has the ruins of a
caste. Fourof the islands are inhabited and
Inchmurrin, the largest and most southerly, has
a hotel and a number of other houses. Ths
main group consists of Inchtavannach,
Inchconnachan and Inchmoan. The first two
are saparatad by "the narmows" which s about
forty yvards wide and with reefs in the namowest
part The fourth island in the group, Incheruin,
is separated from Inchmoan by a namow and
very shallow channel.  Finally there's g
Inchlonnaig which dominated our route from the § r

campsite al Cashall. Al
5 S ol _ :
i At Lﬂ":h Eomond ) We pitched camp, made ourselves at home,
ol et i " " and then exolored the island.  The North
i Vet AEFT AT and risas to & peak with a steep fall. The
g —r il — hinterland is mostly covered with primeval
T 'LJ -l Open deciduous forest and thers is no lack of
.f" '-" 7 dead wood for camp fires. To the south a
i e d path led to Roy's farm at the south of the
) _ o egy, " kRSl R N I e e gl ‘;gh istand. To the north ancther path led along
With my car loaded up with the three dinghies  © “Fdiasti. [ e N Y “'y¥ 5= the shore to the narrows.
and three cances wa arived ai Cashell campsite : L ol : 3
on the 3th August,  We sailed 2 miles across the
lach to Inchiavannach where | had arranged to | #
camp and landed at the south end near the

- stuffed and was towed, The Sixieen was
;= also stuffed but there is plenty of space and
- it was less obvious. The Miracle camried a
=+ couple of bags and the Mirror was rowed
= with more. We ended up rowing, towing
i and paddling. Tha Mirror was the tug towing
- the Miracle and the canoces, while | paddied
- the Sixteen.

The party consisted of myself, Ewan, three of
his schoel friends Tim, Paddy and Clly, Colin
ihe son of an old family frend and ater Isla, |
have three sailing dinghies, a Mimmor Sixtean, a [ A OO
Miracle and a Mirror. | also have three canoes, L., .ﬂ‘p M=
two are sleven fool ply kavaks and the newsast iz § *- i el oA

an sightesn foot ply rob roy. Fab R e

'il‘-

1}, We were dependent on shopping in Luss
't Bach day and without wind this meant rowing
. and padding Luss is dominated by the

house so as to call on the tenant Roy Rogers.  eep. . | K ;_ = o : murm Sy, There are tives tonia
Roy is not Amearican, nor is his horse called AEPABIE Sek r Ty




